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Letters/Year8BattlefieldsTripJul2023/MRS/ERS 

October 2022 
 
Dear Parent, 

Year 8 History and First World War Battlefields Trip 
16th – 19th July 2023 

 
The school is delighted to announce that we will be running a four-day trip to the Battlefields of 
France and Belgium. We have run this trip very successfully previously, and students enjoyed the 
unforgettable and emotional experience.   
 
This will be a two-centre trip.  Our intended itinerary is as follows: 
 

Day Itinerary 

Sunday Arrive at the Somme - visit to Beaumont Hamel and Sunken Lane, 
outside Beaumont-Hamel, and contemplate the massacre which 
occurred there.  
We will also visit the vast Lochnagar Crater at La Boisselle.  
Check in to our first night’s accommodation which will be at the Hotel 
Poppies in Albert, in northern France, situated in the centre of the 
Somme battlefields.   

Monday Visits to other key sites in Flanders Fields: including Hooge Crater trench 
experience, where students will get to dress in soldier uniform and 
compare soldiers’ rations before a guided visit to the emotive British 
Cemetery at Tyne Cot, the largest Commonwealth military cemetery in 
the world.  
Check in to our second accommodation at The Salient Hostel, Ypres.  
After the evening meal in Ypres we will participate in the Last Post 
Ceremony at the Menin Gate where students will get to lie a wreath as 
part of the ceremony.   

Tuesday Day three will be spent studying the Ypres Salient, beginning with the 
Yser Tower Museum which takes a more personal look at the Belgian 
army’s experiences in the trench and an emphasis on the peacefulness 
of the area. We will also visit Vladslo, the German Military Cemetery. 
After an opportunity to walk around the area, including a visit to a 
chocolate shop. 

Wednesday The final day will see us visit the beautiful city of Bruges, before 
returning to the UK 

 
World War One is studied in Year 9 History and the Battlefields trip is a great starting point to bring 
that topic to life in the classroom. Students will also study medicine on the Western Front as part of 
their GCSE History studies and part of the trip is focussed on this element of warfare as the tour 
company, Zeitgeist, will be providing a tour guide with an extensive world war one medical kit for 
students to study.  
 
Travel will be by coach, which is available for our exclusive use throughout the stay, crossing from 
Dover to Calais by ferry.  We will be leaving early on Sunday 16th July 2023 and returning to school in 
the evening of Wednesday 19th July 2023.  
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The cost of the trip is currently £440 per student for 52 students. This price will include all 
accommodation and meals abroad, entrance fees and coach travel to and from Highcliffe. Students 
will need a small amount of money for spending at the chocolate shop, on souvenirs and additional 
drinks or snacks.  
 
Instalments schedule: 
Non-refundable deposit  £150  Wednesday 12th October 2022 
1st Instalment   £150  November 2022 
2nd Instalment   £70  January 2023 
3rd Instalment   £70  March 2023 
 
If your son/daughter is interested in this trip, Wisepay will open for deposits on Wednesday 5th 
October 2022 at 6pm and you will need to complete and return the permission slip and pay a non-
refundable deposit of £150 by Wednesday 12th October 2022. Payment should be made using the 
school’s on-line WisePay facility. Please make a note of your Wisepay receipt reference, as you will 
need to provide this on the attached slip/consent form. Receipts are generated automatically on 
WisePay and sent to the email address you supply when making the payment.  There are 52 places 
available on the trip and places are secured on a first come-first-served basis.  In the event the trip is 
over-subscribed a reserve list will be operated. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Roberts 
Head of History 
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PARENTAL CONSENT FORM 
(for children and young people under the age of 18) 

The purpose of this form is to obtain your consent for your son/daughter to take part in the proposed event. 

DATA PROTECTION 

Highcliffe School is a Data Controller for the purposes of the General Data Protection Regulation (2018). This Act regulates how we 
obtain, use and retain information about individuals. 

The information you supply is being collected for the purpose of gaining your consent. 

When you sign or complete this form, you are providing your consent to Highcliffe School holding your personal information for this 
purpose. This information is used only for the purposes for which it is given and is not passed on to a third party. 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED EVENT 

Event: Year 8 Battlefields Trip 

Additional information: 16th July 2023 – 19th July 2023 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK 

This event poses additional risks to those encountered during a normal day. We have assessed those risks and believe that the planning 
undertaken and systems agreed to control and manage the risks have reduced the chance of harm to an acceptable level. 

To help with safety all participants are expected to behave in a responsible manner at all times during the event. They must take direction 
from any leader and follow all instructions or guidance given. 

Details of planning and risk assessment are available on request. 

STUDENT’S DETAILS 

Full name: 

Home address: 

MEDICAL / EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

PRIMARY EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 

Surname: Surname: 

Forename: Forename: 

Home address (inc postcode): Home address (inc postcode): 

Home telephone number: Home telephone number: 

Mobile telephone number: Mobile telephone number: 

Relationship to student: Relationship to student: 

  

GP name: GP surgery address (inc postcode): 

Surgery telephone number: 
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STUDENT’S MEDICAL INFORMATION 
               Please provide detail of all medical conditions and illnesses and any treatments required to maintain health. 

This information helps us to keep your son/daughter safe 

Asthma or bronchitis YES / NO Allergies to any known medication YES / NO 

Heart condition YES / NO Any other allergies, eg material, food, plasters YES / NO 

Fits, fainting or blackouts YES / NO Other illness or disability YES / NO 

Severe headaches  YES / NO Travel sickness YES / NO 

Diabetes YES / NO Regular medication YES / NO 

If the answer to any of these questions is YES, please give details: 

 

 

TRIP PAYMENT 

All trip payments are to be made using the school’s online Wisepay facility 

I have paid using Wisepay and my reference number is ………………………………………………………… YES / NO 

CONSENT DECLARATION 

I have received full details of the event, am satisfied with the arrangements and give consent for my 
son/daughter to take part in the proposed event. 

YES / NO 

I give consent for him / her to receive emergency medical treatment, including anaesthetic, as considered necessary  
by any medical doctor present, should the need arise. I have provided detail of all medical conditions and illnesses 
and any treatments required to maintain health. I give consent for the members of staff to act ‘en loco parentis’ for 
the duration of the trip. 

YES / NO 

I give consent for my son/daughter to be photographed during the event and for these photographs to be used in 
school media. 

YES / NO 

Any other information that may affect the safety of my son/daughter or any other persons and/or the 
organisation of the event has been provided to the organiser. 

YES / NO 

COVID-19 GUIDANCE  

In the event that your child begins to show symptoms of Covid-19 or tests positive for Covid-19 prior to the trip date or on the 

morning of the trip you must inform the school in line with our school policy and accept your child may not be able to attend the trip 

and may still be charged. 

Please note that the venue you are travelling to may have their own policy regarding Covid-19 safety measures which your child will 

need to adhere to whilst on the school trip. The teacher will ensure that all students are aware of what these measures are before 

entering any venues. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

If you have any medical concerns that may impact on your son/daughter’s ability to travel, please refer to our medical/travel 
insurance guidelines on the following link https://highcliffe.school/l/TravelInsurance  

 

Signature:                                                                    Print name:                                                                                         Date: 

https://highcliffe.school/l/TravelInsurance

